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          Since its establishment in 2001, the Shanghai Cooperation Organization (SCO) has been neglected by mainstream Western countries. This disregard stems from its initial leadership by China and Russia as a regional regime focused on specific functional goals such as combating terrorism and maintaining stability among members. However, recent shifts in international and regional dynamics, particularly following the US military withdrawal from Afghanistan in 2021, have created a potential opportunity for China and Russia to fill the power vacuum in inner Eurasia. Consequently, the SCO has begun to assert itself more prominently on global issues. The accession of new members since 2017 enhanced the SCO’s stature as a counter force against the traditional Western blocs. Furthermore, the China rise in recent years not only suggests a potential scenario of “The East is Rising, The West is Declining,” but the China-Russia the quasi-coalition seems to call back the idea by Halford Mackinder who imaged the power who control the heart-land will grab the world finally. This paper will check the current situation by focusing on SCO development, and try to observe how it would influence the US-China competition and global geopolitics.
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