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            Abstract
          
        

        
          The president of Japan’s Liberal Democratic Party (LDP) has long been said to be chosen according to a “factional logic,” but after the electoral reform of 1994, much research has been devoted to the question of just how influential factional affiliations continue to be in this process. Some studies have suggested that factional influences have diminished, while others have argued that factions remain significant, leaving no definitive conclusion. This paper contributes to this dabate by using unique data from two LDP presidential elections, one held in 2021 and the other in 2024. Our analysis of these data considers the influence of LDP voting members’ policy preferences and electoral concerns, in addition to factional affiliations, and our results indicate that, while still influential in determining who becomes the LDP’s leader, the importance of factional affiliations has varied across LDP Presidential elections, manifesting more complicated patterns of influence than suggested in the scholarly literature, but also declining in importance in the 2024 LDP presidential election.
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