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            Abstract
          
        

        
          This study investigates the rapid advancement of China’s space technology during the Xi Jinping era, emphasizing the factors that transformed China from a latecomer to a leading space power. Since Xi Jinping took office in 2013, China has pursued an ambitious commercialization strategy for space technology, aligning it with broader national objectives, such as the “great rejuvenation of the Chinese nation.” This study highlights China’s major achievements in lunar exploration, Martian missions, and space station construction, and its strategic intent to reshape the existing international order. Key factors behind China’s progress include the prioritization of space as the “commanding height of international strategic competition” and the promotion of private sector involvement in the space industry. Additionally, this study emphasizes China’s focus on technological self-reliance in response to United States restrictions. By analyzing these factors, this study illustrates how China has rapidly emerged as a global leader in space technology, reshaping the dynamics of international space competition.
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