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            Abstract
          
        

        
          Extant studies have shown the significance of political ideology on attitudes towards foreigners, but most have focused primarily on the adult population. This study investigates the effects of ideology on foreigner sentiment among South Korean youth, posing the following questions: What are some of the main predictors that influence youth support for various immigrant groups living in Korea? More specifically, do the political ideologies of Korean adolescents influence their attitudes towards foreigners, similarly to that of the adult population? Using an original survey conducted in January 2024, this study contends that political ideology, a significant predictor for adults, is less influential among adolescents. Instead, for Korean youth, practical and humanistic factors such as the contributions made by foreigners and state support for minorities are more critical in influencing their support. This suggests that sentiment towards foreigners among the youth fundamentally derive from different factors than that of adults. The results suggest that these determinants should be explored further, since the youth will play a vital role in integrating immigrant groups and in shaping the country’s future policies and norms.
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