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            Abstract
          
        

        
          Though promoting democracy in African states has been one of the key priorities of international assistance and a basis for aid conditionality, the impact of developmental aid on democratic reforms in African states is highly debated. This paper contributes to this debate by exploring the influence of the EU official development aid disbursement on democracy scores in African countries. The findings based on the correlation and regression analysis of the panel data for 33 Sub-Saharan African states with British and French colonial legacies in 2005-2022 demonstrate that higher disbursements of the EU developmental aid are associated with higher freedom scores, while the reduction in development assistance does not result in better performance in terms of democracy. Furthermore, countries with a French colonial legacy demonstrate lower democracy scores in contrast to those with a British colonial legacy. Finally, Chinese economic engagement in Africa has a positive association with democracy scores.

        

      

      
        Keywords: 
Africa, EU, China, Colonial legacy, Developmental aid, Effectiveness

      

    

    

  
    
      AI Acknowledgment
      Generative AI or AI-assisted technologies were not used in any way to prepare, write, or complete essential authoring tasks in this manuscript.

      
        Declaration of conflicting interests
        I declare no conflicts of interest with respect to the research and authorship of this article.

      

      
        Declaration on Funding
        I declare that there is no funding.

      

    

    

  
    
      References
      
        
          	
          	
        

        
          	
            
              1. 
            
          
          	AfDB (African Development Bank). (2007). African development report 2007: Natural resources for sustainable development in Africa. Oxford University Press.
        

        
          	
            
              2. 
            
          
          	Asiamah, O., Agyei, S. K., Bossman, A., Agyei, E. A., Asucam, J., & Arku-Asare, M. (2022). Natural resource dependence and institutional quality: Evidence from Sub-Saharan Africa. Resources Policy, 79, 102967.
			[https://doi.org/10.1016/j.resourpol.2022.102967]
		
        

        
          	
            
              3. 
            
          
          	Atitianti, P. A., & Asiamah, S. K. (2023). Aid and governance: Impact of Chinese aid on the evaluation of government performance in Sub-Saharan Africa. Africa Spectrum, 58(1), 64–88.
			[https://doi.org/10.1177/00020397231160192]
		
        

        
          	
            
              4. 
            
          
          	Beyene, A. B. (2024 ). Governance quality and economic growth in Sub-Saharan Africa: The dynamic panel model. Journal of Economic and Administrative Sciences, 40(2), 404–418.
			[https://doi.org/10.1108/JEAS-08-2021-0156]
		
        

        
          	
            
              5. 
            
          
          	Blair, R. A., Marty, R., & Roessler, P. (2022). Foreign aid and soft power: Great power competition in Africa in the early twenty-first century. British Journal of Political Science, 52(3), 1355–1376.
			[https://doi.org/10.1017/S0007123421000193]
		
        

        
          	
            
              6. 
            
          
          	Börzel, T. A., & Hackenesch, C. (2013). Small carrots, few sticks: EU good governance promotion in sub-Saharan Africa. Cambridge Review of International Affairs, 26(3), 536–555.
			[https://doi.org/10.1080/09557571.2013.807424]
		
        

        
          	
            
              7. 
            
          
          	Brown, S. (2005). Foreign aid and democracy promotion: Lessons from Africa. The European Journal of Development Research, 17(2), 179–198.
			[https://doi.org/10.1080/09578810500130799]
		
        

        
          	
            
              8. 
            
          
          	Brown, S., & Fisher, J. (2020). Aid donors, democracy and the developmental state in Ethiopia. Democratization, 27(2), 185–203.
			[https://doi.org/10.1080/13510347.2019.1670642]
		
        

        
          	
            
              9. 
            
          
          	Cheeseman, N., Collord, M., & Reyntjens, F. (2018). War and democracy: The legacy of conflict in East Africa. The Journal of Modern African Studies, 56(1), 31–61.
			[https://doi.org/10.1017/S0022278X17000623]
		
        

        
          	
            
              10. 
            
          
          	Crawford, G. (2005). The European Union and democracy promotion in Africa: The case of Ghana. The European Journal of Development Research, 17(4), 571–600.
			[https://doi.org/10.1080/09578810500367516]
		
        

        
          	
            
              11. 
            
          
          	Davies, S., Engström, G., Pettersson, T., & Öberg, M. (2024). Organized violence 1989–2023, and the prevalence of organized crime groups. Journal of Peace Research, 61(4), 673-693.
			[https://doi.org/10.1177/00223433241262912]
		
        

        
          	
            
              12. 
            
          
          	Del Biondo, K. (2011). Democracy promotion meets development cooperation: The EU as a promoter of democratic governance in Sub-Saharan Africa. European Foreign Affairs Review, 16(5), 659–672.
			[https://doi.org/10.54648/eerr2011044]
		
        

        
          	
            
              13. 
            
          
          	Del Biondo, K. (2015). Donor interests or developmental performance? Explaining sanctions in EU democracy promotion in Sub-Saharan Africa. World Development, 75, 74–84.
			[https://doi.org/10.1016/j.worlddev.2014.11.002]
		
        

        
          	
            
              14. 
            
          
          	Diamond, L. (2008). Foreign aid in the national interest: The importance of democracy and governance. In L. A. Picard, R. Groelsema, & T. F. Buss (Eds.), Foreign aid and foreign policy: Lessons for the next half-century (pp. 61–85). Routledge.
        

        
          	
            
              15. 
            
          
          	Dipama, S., & Dal, E. P. (2015). The effectiveness of political conditionality as an instrument of democracy promotion by the EU: Case studies of Zimbabwe, Ivory Coast and Niger. PERCEPTIONS: Journal of International Affairs, 20(1), 109–132.
        

        
          	
            
              16. 
            
          
          	Dreher, A., Fuchs, A., Parks, B. C., Strange, A., & Tierney, M. J. (2022). Banking on Beijing: The aims and impacts of China’s overseas development program. Cambridge University Press.
			[https://doi.org/10.1017/9781108564496]
		
        

        
          	
            
              17. 
            
          
          	Fayissa, B., & Nsiah, C. (2013). The impact of governance on economic growth in Africa. The Journal of Developing Areas, 47(1), 91–108.
			[https://doi.org/10.1353/jda.2013.0009]
		
        

        
          	
            
              18. 
            
          
          	Fentahun, G. (2023). Foreign aid in the post-colonial Africa: Means for building democracy or ensuring Western domination? Cogent Social Sciences, 9(1), 2241257.
			[https://doi.org/10.1080/23311886.2023.2241257]
		
        

        
          	
            
              19. 
            
          
          	Gafuri, A. (2022). Can democracy aid improve democracy? The European Union’s democracy assistance 2002-2018. Democratization, 29(5), 777–797.
			[https://doi.org/10.1080/13510347.2021.2012654]
		
        

        
          	
            
              20. 
            
          
          	Gerring, J., Thacker, S. C., & Alfaro, R. (2012). Democracy and human development. The Journal of Politics, 74(1), 1–17.
			[https://doi.org/10.1017/S0022381611001113]
		
        

        
          	
            
              21. 
            
          
          	Gibson, C. C., Hoffman, B. D., & Jablonski, R. S. (2015). Did aid promote democracy in Africa? The role of technical assistance in Africa’s transitions. World Development, 68, 323–335.
			[https://doi.org/10.1016/j.worlddev.2014.11.009]
		
        

        
          	
            
              22. 
            
          
          	Gisselquist, R., Niño-Zarazúa, M., & Samarin, M. (2021). Does aid support democracy?: A systematic review of the literature [Working paper]. UNU-WIDER.
			[https://doi.org/10.35188/UNU-WIDER/2021/948-8]
		
        

        
          	
            
              23. 
            
          
          	Gore, C. (2013). The new development cooperation landscape: Actors, approaches, architecture. Journal of International Development, 25(6), 769–786.
			[https://doi.org/10.1002/jid.2940]
		
        

        
          	
            
              24. 
            
          
          	Hackenesch, C. (2015). It’s domestic politics, stupid! EU democracy promotion strategies meet African dominant party regimes. World Development, 75, 85–96.
			[https://doi.org/10.1016/j.worlddev.2015.04.002]
		
        

        
          	
            
              25. 
            
          
          	Jensen, N., & Wantchekon, L. (2004). Resource wealth and political regimes in Africa. Comparative Political Studies, 37(7), 816–841.
			[https://doi.org/10.1177/0010414004266867]
		
        

        
          	
            
              26. 
            
          
          	Kersting, E., & Kilby, C. (2014). Aid and democracy redux. European Economic Review, 67, 125–143.
			[https://doi.org/10.1016/j.euroecorev.2014.01.016]
		
        

        
          	
            
              27. 
            
          
          	Knack, S. (2004). Does foreign aid promote democracy? International Studies Quarterly, 48(1), 251–266.
			[https://doi.org/10.1111/j.0020-8833.2004.00299.x]
		
        

        
          	
            
              28. 
            
          
          	Leininger, J., & Nowack, D. (2022). Protection against autocratisation: How international democracy promotion helped preserve presidential term limits in Malawi and Senegal. Third World Quarterly, 43(2), 309–331.
			[https://doi.org/10.1080/01436597.2021.2000855]
		
        

        
          	
            
              29. 
            
          
          	Li, X. (2017). Does conditionality still work? China’s development assistance and democracy in Africa. Chinese Political Science Review, 2(2), 201–220.
			[https://doi.org/10.1007/s41111-017-0050-6]
		
        

        
          	
            
              30. 
            
          
          	Mandon, P., & Woldemichael, M. T. (2022). Has Chinese aid benefited recipient countries? Evidence from a meta-regression analysis [Working paper]. International Monetary Fund.
			[https://doi.org/10.5089/9798400200670.001]
		
        

        
          	
            
              31. 
            
          
          	OECD (Organisation for Economic Co-operation and Development). (2024). Detailed aid statistics: ODA Official Development Assistance: Disbursements [Data set]. OECD International Development Statistics.
			[https://doi.org/10.1787/data-00069-en]
		
        

        
          	
            
              32. 
            
          
          	Pemunta, N. V. (2020). An evaluation of European Union development aid to the democratization project in Cameroon. Democracy and Security, 16(1), 1–35.
			[https://doi.org/10.1080/17419166.2018.1555706]
		
        

        
          	
            
              33. 
            
          
          	Reicheneder, L., & Neureiter, M. (2024). On the effectiveness of democracy aid in post-civil war recipient countries. Democratization, 31(2), 411–433.
			[https://doi.org/10.1080/13510347.2023.2268536]
		
        

        
          	
            
              34. 
            
          
          	Rivera-Batiz, F. L. (2002). Democracy, governance, and economic growth: Theory and evidence. Review of Development Economics, 6(2), 225–247.
			[https://doi.org/10.1111/1467-9361.00151]
		
        

        
          	
            
              35. 
            
          
          	Scott, J. M., & Carter, R. G. (2015). From Cold War to Arab Spring: Mapping the effects of paradigm shifts on the nature and dynamics of US democracy assistance to the Middle East and North Africa. Democratization, 22(4), 738–763.
			[https://doi.org/10.1080/13510347.2013.877893]
		
        

        
          	
            
              36. 
            
          
          	Taylor, I. (2007). Governance in Africa and Sino-African relations: Contradictions or confluence? Politics, 27(3), 139–146.
			[https://doi.org/10.1111/j.1467-9256.2007.00293.x]
		
        

        
          	
            
              37. 
            
          
          	UNCTAD (United Nations Trade and Development). (2023). Regional trends Africa (World Investment Report 2023). https://unctad.org/system/files/non-official-document/wir2023-regional_trends_africa_en.pdf
        

        
          	
            
              38. 
            
          
          	van Hüllen, V. (2019). Negotiating democracy with authoritarian regimes. EU democracy promotion in North Africa. Democratization, 26(5), 869–888.
			[https://doi.org/10.1080/13510347.2019.1593377]
		
        

        
          	
            
              39. 
            
          
          	Ziaja, S. (2020). More donors, more democracy. The Journal of Politics, 82(2), 433–447.
			[https://doi.org/10.1086/706111]
		
        

      

    

    

  OEBPS/images/big_27_4.jpg
15522338659

1732 NTONAL AT AR PRORCT AR
2 ARGASTUDES, UFS






OEBPS/images/_common/images/orcid.gif





OEBPS/images/_common/images/crossref.gif





