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            Abstract
          
        

        
          The second Abe Shinzo Cabinet re-introduced value-oriented diplomacy, which was originally set up during the first Abe Cabinet (2006-2007), as Japan’s diplomatic doctrine. Value-oriented diplomacy was the foundation of a “free and open Indo-Pacific” during the second Abe Cabinet and continues to be a pillar of the Japanese government’s diplomatic approach after Abe. This paper examines how the Abe Cabinet’s value-oriented diplomacy has transformed the Japanese government’s history policy and how to link it with its change of Asian policies. According to value-oriented diplomacy, the Japanese government emphasizes the significance of democracy and human rights as the core principles of its diplomatic policy. Value-oriented diplomacy is the recent version of Japan’s effort to characterize Japan as a global normative leader, emphasizing human security norms. However, in real East Asian international politics, value-oriented diplomacy became a tool for confronting China and North Korea. Although the human security norm was mainly introduced in Japan’s diplomatic discourse in the mid-1990s by mild-conservative internationalists or progressives, it was taken over by hawkish conservative political leaders in the 2000s. By linking it with domestic “safety” values, they could transfer the substantial meaning of human security in Japan as an ideological principle for withstanding neighboring countries. This paper will track how Japan’s hawkish conservative political leaders could take over the human security norm, which is universally accepted in the democratic world, and mobilize it for the reinforcement of domestic conservative ideology in Japan.
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              38. 
            
          
          	Ozawa, I. (1994). Blueprint for a new Japan: The rethinking of a nation. Kodansha.
        

        
          	
            
              39. 
            
          
          	Paris, R. (2001). Human security: Paradigm shift or hot air? International Security, 26(2), 87–102.
			[https://doi.org/10.1162/016228801753191141]
		
        

        
          	
            
              40. 
            
          
          	Potter, D., & Sueo, S. (2003). Japanese foreign policy: No longer reactive? Political Studies Review, 1(3), 317–332.
			[https://doi.org/10.1111/1478-9299.t01-2-00002]
		
        

        
          	
            
              41. 
            
          
          	Pugliese, G. (2017). Japan’s Kissinger? Yachi Shōtarō: The state behind the curtain. Pacific Affairs, 90(2), 231–251.
			[https://doi.org/10.5509/2017902231]
		
        

        
          	
            
              42. 
            
          
          	Pyle, K. B. (2007). Japan rising: The resurgence of Japanese power and purpose. Public Affairs.
        

        
          	
            
              43. 
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