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            Abstract
          
        

        
          Education exchange is an important yet under-theorized dimension of contemporary diplomacy between India and African countries. While India–Africa relations are often examined through trade, development cooperation, and strategic engagement, the diplomatic significance of student mobility, scholarships, and capacity-building initiatives remains insufficiently explored. This paper conceptualizes education exchange as a relational form of public diplomacy grounded in sustained interpersonal interaction, knowledge sharing, and institutional linkages rather than short-term image projection. Drawing on qualitative analysis of policy documents, scholarship programmes, digital learning initiatives, and secondary accounts of student experiences, the study examines how India deploys education as a diplomatic instrument across Africa. It argues that education exchange functions as a durable channel of diplomacy fostering normative convergence, elite socialization, and South–South solidarity, while enabling India to project itself as a developmental and accessible partner. At the same time, the paper highlights constraints including infrastructural limitations, social integration challenges faced by African students in India, and weak alumni institutionalization. The study contributes by situating education exchange within soft power and Global South debates, foregrounding African agency, and demonstrating how education diplomacy simultaneously reinforces and complicates India’s partnership narrative.
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