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            Abstract
          
        

        
          This study analyzes the characteristics of Visiting Friends and Relatives (VFR) travel in Korea, distinguishing it from leisure travel based on data from the 2022 international visitor survey by Korean government. The paper identifies significant behavioral and demographic differences between VFR and leisure travelers, revealing that VFR travelers tend to spend more, stay longer, and are more likely to revisit. They are also more likely to dispersed across various regions rather than concentrated in major cities, thus contributing to the local economy and reducing tourism congestion. Despite facing challenges such as the COVID-19 pandemic, VFR travel has shown resilience and continues to be a substantial part of international tourism due to its year-round stability and economic impact. This research fills a gap in the literature by focusing on Asia, particularly Korea, and provides valuable insights for destination marketing organizations to develop tailored marketing strategies that leverage the social networks and unique preferences of VFR travelers.
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